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In a defining moment for global security, President Donald J. Trump achieved a monumental
victory for the United States and its allies, brokering an historic deal to dramatically increase
defense contributions across the NATO alliance — and marking a new era of shared
responsibility and strength against global threats.

The agreement was met with widespread praise at home and across the world.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte: “Would you ever think that this would be the result of
this summit if he would not have been re-elected president? ... | think he deserves all the

praise.”

Finnish President Alexander Stubb: “We’re witnessing the birth of a new NATO ... This is a big
win, | think, for both President Trump and | think it’s also a big win for Europe.”

Polish President Andrzej Duda: “Without the support and without the leadership of Donald

Trump, it would be impossible.”

Estonian Prime Minister Kristen Michal: “It’s a historic moment that we will be ramping up

defense expenditure to five percent. | strongly, and Estonia strongly, support it.”

Finnish Minister for Foreign Affairs Elina Valtonen: “l think he’s exactly right when he says that

Europe needs to spend more.”


https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_236505.htm#:~:text=No%2C%20I%20don%27t,all%20the%20praise.
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938269374596456898
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938254911222743139
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938255096560947600
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938252204177060009

European Union foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas: “Allies seem to be united. | think the

understanding is everybody needs to do more for defense because we are living in very
turbulent times.”

Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs Radostaw Sikorski: “We should give credit where credit is due.

President Trump was right in his first term when he said that allies were not fulfilling their own
commitments from previous summits.”

CNN'’s Joseph Ataman and Clare Sebastian: “A diplomatic masterstroke.”

POLITICO.eu: “Big win for Trump”

Associated Press: “After less than 24 hours on the ground in the Netherlands, Trump headed

back to Washington having secured a major policy change he’s pushed for since 2017: a
significant boost in defense spending by other NATO countries.”

The Wall Street Journal Editorial Board: “Trump Wins the Battle of NATO”

Foreign affairs analyst Jasmine El-Gamal: “It’s something that Trump is going to tout as an

achievement, and he wouldn’t be wrong in doing so ... It was clear that Trump is the mover and
shaker and that he sets the tone and agenda.”

Le Monde: “Trump triumphant after NATO leaders agree on defense spending hike”


https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938253716517490890
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938265677548425241
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/25/europe/rutte-daddy-trump-nato-ukraine-intl-latam
https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-defense-spending-deal-win-us-donald-trump/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-nato-defense-ukraine-143b53c6429e8de256c8ce0b97fdcd7f#:~:text=After%20less%20than%2024%20hours%20on%20the%20ground%20in%20the%20Netherlands%2C%20Trump%20headed%20back%20to%20Washington%20having%20secured%20a%20major%20policy%20change%20he%E2%80%99s%20pushed%20for%20since%202017%3A%20a%20significant%20boost%20in%20defense%20spending%20by%20other%20NATO%20countries%20whom%20the%20president%20has%20for%20years%20accused%20of%20freeloading%20off%20the%20United%20States.
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/donald-trump-nato-defense-spending-5-percent-mark-rutte-a419ff5c?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=ASWzDAiDpUt460gb4FEJ_yLjsK2lofcDua8jYb4I2iB5GAJd0aNE8aZbz_ssnZOaeoM%3D&gaa_ts=685d76ec&gaa_sig=8o_uoldO6Msst1DTxTQwU7O3wjUgzYFZK2xWpBRZA-YuxLLycHTrN63T56LUQ0sXp5iLAeFzCfJujo5N6Q8CqQ%3D%3D
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-nato-summit-hague-europe-defense-spending-2089773#:~:text=%22It%27s%20something%20that,tone%20and%20agenda%2C
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/06/25/trump-triumphant-after-nato-leaders-agree-on-defense-spending-hike_6742715_4.html
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De Volkskrant (Amsterdam, The Netherlands): “Rebirth of NATO”
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Der Standard (Vienna, Austria): “At the urging of US President Donald Trump, NATO members

are committing to massively increasing defense spending.”
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Algemeen Dagblad (Rotterdam, The Netherlands): “US President Donald Trump and NATO chief
Mark Rutte can look back on a successful NATO summit ... History was made in The Hague.”
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DFB muss
110.000 Euro
Strafe zahlen

chwb. FRANKFURT. Der Deutsche
FuBball-Bund (DFB) ist im Prozess
um das sogenannte Sommermérchen

i sprochen worden und
n  Steuerhinterzichung
s ¢ in Hohe von 110.000
Euro zahlen. Dieses Urteil verkin-
dete die Vorsizende Richterin der
zweiten GroBen Strafkammer des
Frankfurter Landgerichts am Miu-
woch. Die Staatsanwaltschaft hatte
dem DFB vorgeworfen, in der Affire
um die FuBball-Welimeisterschaft
von 2006 Steuern in Hohe von 2,7
Millionen Euro hinterzogen zu ha-
ben, und ein Bubgeld von 270.000
o gefordent. Das Gericht folgte in
seinem Urteil der Ansicht der Ankla-
gebehorde, die in ihrem Plidoyer zu
Wochenbeginn von einer hohen kri-

\\\).uh unu rulu a
Verfahrensverzdgerung”  erlas
Zusatzlich muss der DFB die
s Verfahrens tragen. Der Richterin
zufolge gab der DFB bei der Auf-
arbeitung der Affére cin katastro-
phales Bild* ab. Bis zuletzt haue der
Verband seine Unschuld beteuent.
Gegen das Urteil kann der DFB in-
nerhalb er Woche in Revision ge-
hen. (Siche Sport, Seite 28.)
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Historischer Tag: Der franzdsische Prisident Macron, NATO-Generalsekretir Rutte, Bundeskanzler Merz, US-Prisident Trump
wund der griechische Ministerprisident Mitsotakis am Mitwoch in Den Haag

NATO verpflichtet sich auf
Funfprozentziel ab spatestens 2035

Differenzen tiber Verbindlichkeit fiir alle / Rutte: Fundament fiir ,todlichere® NATO

Die NATO-:
Gipfeltref!
Mitwoch in aag verpflichiet, spa-
k'\h. ns ab 7['\\ jahrlich 5 Prozent des BIP

TG. DEN HAAG.
haben bei ihre

am

e F. .mkuuu fle-

zent \ullul inergd
e d

Feto dps

zu, dass die USA mmmn\mlvuum  gu-
ter Verbandeter blicben. Die Gipf

wr, € )l\ abwehr und den /mhchuu In
beiden Kategorien kdnnen Aufwendun-

in K im idi

bereich sowie in \\rlu\!q.unp und si-
cherheitsrelevante Ausgaben zu investie-
ren”. Wie es in der Abschlusserkkirung
weiter hief, sollen diese Investitionen si-

autofrei machen und hat nun
cine erste Hiirde genommen.
Politik, Seite 3

Asiens groRe Liebe
Konzerte mit den Bamberger
Symphonikern gelten in Japan,
Korea und Taiwan als soziales
Statussymbol und Heilmittel.
Feuilleton, Seite 12

cherstellen, .dass wir dber die notigen
Krifte, I.thkuun und Ru\mmu\ ~u.\u

gen der Ukraine angerechnet
werden, Die Ausgabenziele sollen 2029 im
Lichte der Sicl

den. .Die Verbind
ment fir eine NATO
fairer und todlicher ist”, sagte NATO-
neralsekretdr Mark Rutte. Man werde w

elegt, die stirker,

die notige Infra

reitschaft und leum verfge
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hung der transatlantischen Sicherheit
durch Russland™,
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Prisident Donald Trump zeigte sich
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sagte er nach Angaben von Teilnchmern

rung bekriftig _unverbrachliche Be-
kenninis” zum gegenseitigen Beistand.

Ob die Erhdhung der Verteidigungsaus-
gaben alle Verbindeten bindet, blich um-
stritten. Spanien will seine der Allianz zu-
gesagten milivirischen Fahigkeiten mit le-
diglich 2,1 Prozent seiner Wirtschaftskraft
erfillen,  was -Generalsekretar
Mark Rutte for 1\:\5 schlossen halt. Der
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Ein schmutziges Spiel
Von Christoph Becker

er sogenannte Sommermar-
chen®-Prozess hat ein Ende.
Nach 34 Verhandlungstagen

hat das Frankfurter Landgericht ge-
urteilt = und den Deutschen Fuiball-
Bund verurteilt. Nachdem die Verfah-
ren gegen die urspriinglich angeklag-
ten Funktionare gegen Zahlung von
Geldauflagen stellt worden wa-
ren, verhangte dic Strafkammer eine
Verbandsgeldbule in  Hohe von
en Steuerhinterzie-
hung in zwei Fillen. Wegen der
rechisstaatswidrigen  Verfahrensdau-
er werden dem mitgliederstirksten
Sportverband der Welt 20,000 Euro
erlassen. Man konnte meinen, der
DFB s¢i mit ¢iner Art Gelber Karte
davongekommen.

Doch vor Gericht gilt dhnlich wie
beim FuBballspiel: Man muss ¢s gese-
hen haben, um es beurteilen zu kon-
nen. Und nach diesem Verfahren, das
im Mérz 2024 erdffnet worden ist und
nun neuneinhalb Jahre nach Einlei-
tung des i
Ende ging,
gesehen. Das gilt unabhiingig von der
Frage, ob die Legendicrung der Riick-

zahlung eines Darlehens an  den
Unternchmer Robert Louis-Dreyfus
im Jahr 2005 nun cin Jahr spiter
steuerlich abzugsfahig war oder nicht.
Die Anwilte des Verbands hatten auf
Freispruch plidiert, das Gericht kam
<ohne jeden Zweifel™ zu einem ande-
ren Schluss. Gut moglich, dass in die-
ser Frage der Bundesgerichtshof den
Oberschiedsrichter geben muss.

Eine andere, entscheidende
ist nun aber gel

age
= und das ist das

Verdienst  d Verfahrens: Die
Funktionare des DFB haben sich aktiv
cingeschaltet in korrupte Spiel
beim  Internationalen  Fullball-Ver-

band FIFA, kannten die Anspielstatio
nen, gingen in den Doppelpass: zehn
Millionen Franken nach Qatar, um
250 Millionen Franken zu bekommen,
Sie haben dann Akzente g , sind
kreativ geworden, um die cigene
Schmiergeldpraxis zu  verschleiern,
Das muss niemandem d
an ginen § Fi
knapp zwanzig Jahren verl
moglich gemacht hat ihn ein s
ziges Spiel, in dem die DFB-Funktio-
nare den Ball laufen lieBen,

Den Rauschgifttourismus stoppen

Von Carsten Knop

eit Jahren entwickelt sich die

Umgebung  des  Frankfurter

Hauptbahnhofs  zu  einem
h,

Brennpunkt fiir Rau:
-kriminalitdt. Fortschritte

wurden
durch Corona zunichtegemacht, der

/undumndu Konsum von Cra

e neue Herausforderung. Die Zu-
de sind sowohl fir die Anwohner,
und Besucher als
auch fiir die Suchtkranken selbst zu
oft untragbar, Besonders problema-
tisch ist die Tatsache, dass das Bahn-
hofsviertel wie ein Magnet auf Kon-
sumenten aus ganz Stddeutschland
wirkt. Erhebungen des Sozialdezer-
nats /ufulg‘ stammt jeder zweite

kann jeder den Text so auslegen.”
en wurden auch zu Russland

Diffe:
offenbar, So sagte der ungarische Minis-

terprisident Viktor Orbén; .Russland ist
nicht stark genug, um eine echte Bedro-
hung fir uns zu sein,” Dagegen JuBerte
Merz: Russland bedroht pesanien
Frieden, dic gesamte politi Ordnung
unseres Kontinents.” (Siehe Seite 2.)

in der Stadt
ein  Drittel

nicht aus Fra
kommt nicht ¢
Nicht ohne iivlolb
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groBtmogliche  polit
samkei u.c Verbes

Partei, und die Griinen wollen die
Abweisung nicht. So hitte jeder et-
was schlucken miissen und hatt
doch an anderer Stelle durchgesetzt:
l)mh so politisch logisch Taufen die
¢ in Frankfurt nicht, Jetzt sind
die Granen und die FDP gleicherma-

er - keine Rede.
ist zudem die CDU-
gefuhrte Landesregierung in Wiesba-
den. Ministerprisident Boris Rhein
(CDU) hat gefordert, das Bahnhofs-
viertel, soweit es geht, fir suchtkran-
ke Menschen zu schlieBen, Es sei ein
Magnet fur  Rauschgifttourismus
durch ein geschlossenes Okosystem
aus Beschaffung, Betdubung, Be-
handl B

an einem Ort. Die Immobilienbesit-

Frankfurt sucht einen
neuen Weg im Kampf
gegen die l\mc am

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Frankfurt, Germany): “NATO commits to a five percent target”

A bipartisan group of lawmakers also hailed the news:

Speaker Mike Johnson: “NATO countries bumping defense funding from less than 2% to 5%! No

more free rides for the rest of the world. No more using the American taxpayer as their own

personal piggy banks. THIS is the Trump effect.”

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chair Jim Risch: “@NATO’s commitment to raise defense

spending to 5% is a tremendous achievement. Thank you to @realDonaldTrump,

@SecGenNATO, and our allies who worked to achieve this outcome. New investments in

defense and industrial cooperation will strengthen the core pillar of NATO. Now, we must

continue to push forward as an alliance and focus on the task of fulfilling this pledge.”


https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938258562544705567
https://x.com/SpeakerJohnson/status/1937960004574748907
https://x.com/SenateForeign/status/1937943645019378077
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1938258562544705567

Sen. Ted Budd: “Thanks to @POTUS, our NATO Allies have agreed to an increased annual
defense investment of 5% of GDP — long the target. It’s about time Europe pays its fair share

for our collective defense. Investments in military capabilities will enhance deterrence amid
rising threats.”

Sen. Bill Cassidy: “A stronger alliance makes for a safer world. President Trump successfully
pushed our NATO allies to increase their investment in defense spending from 2% to 5% of

GDP. When America is strong, the world is safer.”

Sen. Chris Coons: “This will be remembered as a landmark summit. The agreement to spend 5

percent is a significant step forward toward a shared commitment to our collective security.”

Sen. John Cornyn: “Astonishing news out of the NATO summit: Allies have agreed to devote 5%

of their economies to military spending, up from the current 2% floor.”

Sen. Ted Cruz: “NATO’s commitment to step forward and invest more would’ve never

happened without President Trump’s leadership. Strong American leadership has returned.”

Sen. Steve Daines: “A strong President and a strong America makes a difference yet again on

the world stage: Nearly every NATO nation is pledging to increase defense spending to 5% of
their GDP. The world is safer today thanks to @POTUS.”

Sen. Lindsey Graham: “Congratulations to President Trump and his team on a highly successful

NATO summit. Virtually all NATO nations pledging to increase defense spending to 5% of their
GDP is historic and a game changer, making the alliance stronger and America safer. Thank you
to our NATO allies and well done, @POTUS.”

Sen. John Kennedy: “President Trump has awakened our NATO friends from their slumber—

and they’re finally taking their defense spending goals more seriously.”

Sen. Dave McCormick: “In 2014, just three of NATO’s member countries met the 2% of GDP
defense spending commitment. Thanks to the leadership of @POTUS, that number is now 23.
The declaration to raise spending to 5% by 2035 will ensure the future needs of the

transatlantic alliance are met and that our allies are paying their fair share.”

Sen. Rick Scott: “Great to see @POTUS’ leadership and great success recognized by
@SecGenNATO! Thanks to President Trump, peace through strength is BACK, and our NATO
allies are paying their fair share to keep the world safe.”

Sen. Dan Sullivan: “I've long said our NATO allies need to pay their fair share and I’'m thankful

President Trump is finally getting them to pony up.”


https://x.com/SenTedBuddNC/status/1937971262493479180
https://x.com/SenBillCassidy/status/1937985402142343229
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/25/world/europe/nato-increase-military-spending-trump.html#:~:text=The%20summit%20won,our%20collective%20security.%E2%80%9D
https://x.com/JohnCornyn/status/1938184992330313808
https://x.com/SenTedCruz/status/1937906937904926940
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https://x.com/SenDanSullivan/status/1937986067187306954

Sen. Thom Tillis: “This is great news. For NATO to be successful, it is important for our allies

and partners to pay their fair share of dues. Yet another victory secured under @POTUS

III

Trump

Sen. Todd Young: “NATO is important to our global security and stability, but the U.S. cannot

shoulder the majority of the burden given the threats we face. Today, our allies committed to
contributing more to our common defense. Thank you, @POTUS, for leading the way.”

Rep. Mike Bost: “President Trump has made clear that all freedom loving nations have a

responsibility to shoulder the load for protecting our values in a dangerous world. For far too
long, the United States carried a disproportionate financial weight at NATO, while allies failed
to pay their fair share. But that changed yesterday. Thanks to President Trump’s bold
leadership, NATO countries almost universally have committed to increasing their defense
spending to 5% of GDP by 2035. This is a major victory for American taxpayers and a safer
world.”

Rep. Ken Calvert: “NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte is absolutely correct. President Trump’s
leadership is responsible for strengthening NATO, getting our European allies to expand their

commitments, and improve the security of our important alliance.”

Rep. Eli Crane: “The free ride is over.”

Rep. Neal Dunn: “@NATO countries agree to increase defense spending from 2% of GDP to 5%

of GDP. This represents the most decisive move by our allies in more than a decade. With this

14
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action, the Alliance will be stronger than ever

Rep. Pat Fallon: “A stronger NATO will stop future conflicts before they start.”

Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez: “After four years of Biden-Harris failures, the United States is

respected once again on the world stage. Thank you, @POTUS”

Rep. Mark Green: “The fact that nearly all of our NATO allies agreed to increase defense

spending to 5% is a major victory for President Trump. This shift in burden-sharing will ensure
that the United States and our allies are greater prepared to deter Chinese, Russian, and
Iranian aggression.”

Rep. Lance Gooden: “E4 NATO members commit to increasing defense spending to 5% of GDP

Ceasefire between Iran and Israel ... The adults are back in charge and the world RESPECTS
President @realDonaldTrump!”
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Rep. Brett Guthrie: “Huge win for peace through strength on the world stage at the NATO

Summit. The 5% defense spending commitment by almost all member countries is exactly

|II

what is necessary to counter our adversaries. Thank you @POTUS for leading the charge

Rep. Wesley Hunt: “Huge win for the United States comes following the NATO meeting. Other

countries will now contribute 5% toward NATO! The United States will no longer fund the

”
!

security of the entire world. President Trump is putting America FIRST

Rep. Jim Jordan: “Thank goodness we had President Trump at the NATO Summit instead of

President Biden. America is back and more powerful on the world stage!”

Rep. Frank Lucas: “At today’s NATO summit, @POTUS displayed to the world America’s
renewed and rightful place as the dominant global superpower. He delivered peace to a region

plagued by conflict, leant needed support to our friends in Israel, and instilled fear in our
adversaries. | thank President Trump for his continued legacy of peacebuilding and for
reinforcing that peace through strength is a necessary component of American foreign policy.”

Rep. Michael McCaul: “For too long, the U.S. has carried the financial and military burden for

NATO. That’s going to change, thanks to today’s extraordinary commitment from NATO

”
!

countries to increase to 5% defense spending. Bravo, President Trump

Rep. Mike Turner: “I applaud strong leadership of President Trump in convincing our European

& Canadian partners of their shared responsibilities to peace and security, not just in words but
of investments in collective defense.”

Rep. Tony Wied: “It’s well past time our allies in NATO pay their fair share. President Trump is

making sure Americans no longer have to foot the bill for other nation’s defense. America
First”


https://x.com/RepGuthrie/status/1938271474072142001
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