z
°

President Trump Participates in a Pull Aside with
the Secretary General of NATO
January 21, 2026

Transcript

O 00 N O Uu B W N B

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N RPR O O 00 N O O B W N KL O

It's an honor today with you and | thank
the media for being here. We've taken
long trips and this was a long one, but
it's been uh working very well. We're
having tremendous meetings with heads of
state with people of very big
consequence having to do with war and
peace, which is why we're here. And |
just want to thank the secretary general
for being with us. We have a few things
to discuss. It was a meeting | actually
look very forward to. He's doing a
fantastic job. We've been friends. We
lifted GDP from 2% to 5% together. That
was done jointly.

Yeah.

And it worked out really very well and
we appreciate it, Mark. So, we'll be
talking about various things. We'll be
talking about Greenland. | imagine it
may come up in our discussion and uh but
| think the trip has been amazing so

far. It's been amazing. As you know,
we're staying and tomorrow we're doing

something else having to do with the
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border peace. We're getting tremendous
uh acceptance of that. It's going to be
great. So, we'll see how that all works
out, but we're doing that tomorrow. So,
thank you very much, media. Thank you
very much. And Mark, would you

Yeah. Just briefly, what | just wanted

to say again, as | did this morning when

| was in a panel, | want to thank you
again for what you did since coming in

in January. Trump 47

basically getting the Europeans and
Canada to really step up and that led to
the enormous success we had in the hey
the 5% which is crucial to defend
ourselves and to also equalize with what
the US is paying this was a problem
already there since Eisenhower | always
tell the Europeans you're completely
committed to NATO but there is also one
irritant and that is this factor that

the Europeans were not paying the same
as US was paying and we solved it and
this is crucial also because we need the

money to protect ourselves There's one
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51 |thing | heard you say yesterday and

52 |today. You were not absolutely sure that
53 |the Europeans would come to the rescue
54 |of the US if you will be attacked. Let

55 |me tell you, they will. And they did in

56 |Afghanistan. As you know, for every

57 |American

58 |who paid the ultimate for every two

59 |Americans who paid the ultimate price,
60 |there was one soldier from another NATO
61 |country who did not come back to his

62 |family from the Netherlands, from

63 |Denmark, particularly from other

64 |countries. So you can be assured

65 |absolutely if ever US will be under

66 |attack, your allies will be with you.

67 |Absolutely. There's absolute guarantee.
68 |l really want to tell you this because

69 |this is important. It pains me if you

70 |think it is not. And under your

71 |leadership, this alliance is stronger

72 |than ever.

73 |Thank you very much. It's great

74 |compliment. Any questions?

75 |Mr. President, the Danish foreign
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76 |minister rejected your call to negotiate
77 |on Greenland. What What will

78 |l didn't call him.

79 |No, sorry. the pre the the Danish

80 |foreign minister rejected what you said
81 |in your speech that you were hoping to
82 |negotiate to acquire agreement

83 |essentially saying that this is not

84 |something that they are willing to

85 |discuss. So what will those negotiations
86 |Well, they didn't tell me that. So when
87 |they tell me cuz | don't like getting it

88 |secondhand. If he wants to tell me he'll
89 |tell me that in my face.

90 |And when will you be discussing this?
91 |l have no idea.

92 |When you said you would

93 |I'll be discussing it with this man

94 |right here.

95 |Mr. President,

96 |he's frankly more important.

97 |Mr. President, when you said you would
98 |remember if Denmark did not agree to a
99 |deal on Greenland, what did you mean?

100 |What are the consequences?
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You'll have to figure that out for
yourself. You're a smart guy.

Mr. President, do you see a price for
Greenland that's reasonable?

| could see that you

like what would how would you calculate
that?

| could see that, but there's a bigger
price and that's the price of uh the

price of safety and security and

national security and international
security having to do with many of your
countries. That's really the price and
that's the big price. And as you know,
we're doing the Golden Dome. It's going
to be very expensive and it's better if
we have Greenland than it is without.
It's going to be safer. It's going to be
stronger. It's going to be better for
Europe. And it's going to be better for
us. And uh so we'll see what happens
question.

What is it? Reassuring to hear the NATO
secretary general say NATO will defend

the United States if it comes
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126 |under attack.

127 |Well, | hope that uh that's true. |

128 |mean, he's he's a good man. He's never
129 |lied to me before. You know, we've had a
130 |good relationship and he made that

131 |statement that's nice. | mean, | just,

132 |you know, when | see what's happening
133 |with Greenland, | | wondered because |
134 Jwant Greenland for security. | don't

135 |want it for anything else. We have so
136 |much rare earth, we don't know what to
137 |do with it. Uh we don't need it for

138 |anything else. And in terms of

139 |Greenland, you know, you have to go 25
140 |ft down through ice to get it. It's not

141 |it's not something that a lot of people
142 |are going to do or want to do. No, this

143 |is security we're talking about. And |
144 |can say one thing about Mark. He wants
145 |security and he wants security for all

146 |of us. | think it's we're a member of
147 INATO. He wants security for NATO and
148 |beyond. So when he says that, Steve, |

149 |think it's, you know, it's very nice.

150 |Okay. Thank you very much, everybody.
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151 |Thank you, press. Thank you, press.
152 |Thank you.
153
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